
Table B-30.  Part-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions,

by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 171,015 174,708 172,367 170,394 165,567 159,969 158,277 159,020

..............Total, science and engineering fields 140,134 141,847 138,193 135,288 131,127 126,979 125,924 127,393

...............................................Sciences, total 96,538 98,783 96,739 95,869 93,767 91,485 91,286 93,757

...............................Physical sciences, total 4,675 4,707 4,406 4,512 4,395 4,213 4,181 4,049
.................................................Astronomy 29 32 20 41 20 10 33 24

..................................................Chemistry 2,930 2,927 2,693 2,829 2,848 2,772 2,702 2,451
......................................................Physics 1,433 1,444 1,396 1,373 1,328 1,224 1,148 1,208

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 283 304 297 269 199 207 298 366

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 4,349 4,380 4,516 4,460 4,388 4,038 3,814 3,590
...............................Atmospheric sciences 130 132 116 113 106 126 109 120

.............................................Geosciences 1,859 1,815 1,795 1,812 1,744 1,565 1,491 1,413
...........................................Oceanography 397 434 520 475 524 487 498 478

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,963 1,999 2,085 2,060 2,014 1,860 1,716 1,579

................................Mathematical sciences 5,676 5,470 5,353 5,099 5,049 4,585 4,737 4,462

.....................................Computer sciences 18,820 18,812 17,457 16,948 17,431 17,656 18,055 19,852

...................................Agricultural sciences 2,387 2,504 2,763 2,817 2,682 2,760 2,862 2,826

.............................Biological sciences, total 9,788 9,971 10,126 10,409 10,388 10,129 10,019 10,052
....................................................Anatomy 69 48 96 78 69 61 54 42

..............................................Biochemistry 331 339 410 350 298 291 267 301
......................................................Biology 4,196 4,299 4,134 4,311 4,592 4,344 4,253 4,088

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 731 668 654 719 839 895 925 971
.................................................Biophysics 23 25 24 45 26 20 30 29

.......................................................Botany 388 361 399 460 374 351 335 311
................................................Cell biology 133 187 172 196 226 318 322 363

.....................................................Ecology 304 353 363 376 372 447 453 447
...........................Entomology/parasitology 177 208 197 200 207 166 168 174

....................................................Genetics 113 95 97 81 76 94 84 100
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 512 461 436 399 426 438 414 356

.....................................................Nutrition 1,296 1,343 1,526 1,585 1,377 1,261 1,253 1,296
..................................................Pathology 291 279 318 288 301 254 241 216

...........................................Pharmacology 132 145 158 171 153 136 168 178
.................................................Physiology 157 152 157 164 160 196 161 199

.....................................................Zoology 350 373 375 322 283 210 252 232
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 585 635 610 664 609 647 639 749

..................................................Psychology 19,322 19,775 19,266 18,419 17,710 17,575 17,409 17,159

...................................Social sciences, total 31,521 33,164 32,852 33,205 31,724 30,529 30,209 31,767
..............................Agricultural economics 417 452 353 361 333 325 325 328

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,786 1,932 1,828 1,901 1,770 1,761 1,843 1,819
................Economics (except agricultural) 3,068 3,107 2,968 2,930 2,532 2,284 2,137 2,172

................................................Geography 1,301 1,352 1,383 1,409 1,372 1,320 1,418 1,464
.................................................Linguistics 800 783 761 708 626 648 649 617

.........................................Political science 16,130 16,704 16,399 16,668 15,583 15,012 14,512 15,260
...................................................Sociology 2,542 2,800 2,778 2,872 2,815 2,696 2,598 2,688

.............................Sociology/anthropology 328 296 294 278 303 282 242 223
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 5,149 5,738 6,088 6,078 6,390 6,201 6,485 7,196

..........................................Engineering, total 43,596 43,064 41,454 39,419 37,360 35,494 34,638 33,636
...............................Aerospace engineering 730 678 715 650 632 554 572 704
..............................Agricultural engineering 168 183 182 178 213 193 169 167
...............................Biomedical engineering 370 406 458 417 416 385 392 379

.................................Chemical engineering 1,451 1,475 1,503 1,467 1,464 1,463 1,459 1,280
..........................................Civil engineering 7,118 7,125 7,284 6,970 6,737 5,825 5,402 5,012

..................................Electrical engineering 15,451 14,947 13,635 12,554 11,735 11,694 11,659 11,144
....................................Engineering science 803 783 742 712 694 629 587 592

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 7,444 7,694 7,751 7,801 7,271 6,661 6,142 5,602
..............................Mechanical engineering 6,254 6,082 5,886 5,235 4,819 4,613 4,623 4,623

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 1,238 1,114 1,083 1,040 1,020 988 942 914
....................................Nuclear engineering 202 236 249 271 209 160 159 189

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 2,367 2,341 1,966 2,124 2,150 2,329 2,532 3,030

...........................................Total, health fields 30,881 32,861 34,174 35,106 34,440 32,990 32,353 31,627
.................................................Clinical fields 670 680 739 762 750 637 784 746

.............................................Dental sciences 133 130 151 155 175 176 207 222
..........................................................Nursing 16,791 17,906 19,083 19,844 18,735 17,826 16,538 15,598

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 729 737 712 670 631 485 624 813
........Preventive medicine/community health 3,948 4,642 5,034 4,940 4,745 4,553 4,876 4,977

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 2,647 2,631 2,766 3,028 3,324 3,413 3,190 3,174
.......................................Veterinary sciences 188 184 179 196 210 190 222 238

.........................................Other health fields 5,775 5,951 5,510 5,511 5,870 5,710 5,912 5,859

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering


